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Acting Commodore's Report

It has been a very sad few weeks with Weybridge Mariners losing two long standing members of the club.  First Jim Pothecary and then Russell Doig.

Jim had been ill since Easter and he died rather suddenly while we were on the club cruise. There was a good turnout of club members for his funeral.  He did a tremendous amount for the club and was in his second year as Commodore. He was a lovely person with a great sense of humour. It was a pleasure working with him and he will be sorely missed.

Russell died very suddenly while up at Hurley. His death came as a great shock.  He also did a lot for the club and will be remembered for his cheerful presence at most of the club social events, and for his music. He also will be sadly missed.

The club cruise started with a BBQ at Boveney with rather fewer boats than usual.  We then split up with some going to the theatre at Sonning.  We met up again at Abingdon and had an evening of cards on Wendy and John's boat which was good fun.  We then split up again with some of the boats meeting up at Hurley with the Scouts.

We got back to Henley on the Sunday that the regatta finished where we were asked for £40 for mooring overnight in spite of the fact that the rowing was over and there was lots of space.  We refused to pay and went down to Marlow instead. Other members of the club were also asked for excessive fees 2 days before the regatta started so check carefully before mooring up there if there is any sort of an event about to start.

Lesley Hamments
Acting Commodore
July 2016 


	

	[image: image2.jpg]



Russell Doig

It is with great sadness I have to report that Russell Doig passed away on Monday 11th July at Hurley,  following an evening meal at a local restaurant. Russell, Theresa and Mark had been attending the Scouts Cruising Club annual cruise to Hurley.

I'm sure that all of your thoughts are with Theresa and Mark at this very sad time.

The details of Russell's funeral are as follows:

Date:    Monday 8th August
Time:    2.20pm
Venue: South West Middlesex Crematorium
             Hounslow Road, Hanworth, Feltham, Middlesex, TE13 5JH

and afterwards at Sunbury Conservative Club, Green Lane, Sunbury, TW16 7AB.

Lesley Hamments
Acting Commodore
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Dates for your diary ... 
August
Friday 26th to Sunday 28th          ATYC Rally at West India Dock

September
Sunday 4th                               Dunkirk Veterans’ Visit
Sunday 18th                             Commodore’s Sail Past
With regards to the above forthcoming functions, please don't forget that the club is always looking for members to volunteer and help organise these events.  If you don't feel that is something that you can do, you can always offer to help with the decorations, which are usually done on a Friday evening, and help is always required to clear tables, wash up, tablecloths to be laundered.

There are many jobs and so few people ... can you give any time to help?
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‘Weybridge Marine Ltd is having a
much needed and well overdue clear-
out of its workshop and stores.

‘We have uncovered many gems among
the nuts and bolts, including brass
fittings, yachting equipment, engine
parts, outboard motors, fenders, tools,
dials, plugs, fittings, handles,
winches.... Well, you get the picture.

On top of all that, there is a mountain
of aged hardwoods, suitable for
restoration projects and any high
quality carpentry projects.

If boat restorations aren’t your
thing, then come and take a look at
our original one-off pieces of art,
which we will auction around
lunchtime.... Or just come and say
hello and have a cup of tea.
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Various Outboard motors
Tools/Instruments
Aged Hardwoods
Nautical Artwork
Teas/Coffees
Saturday 234 July (11.00am)
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ATYC Rally West India Dock, 26th August.

For any members wishing to participate in this event, please contact Chris Knight by email for further information.    Chris' own plan will be to take advantage of the reduced berthing costs and go down to London early.

With respect to concerns related to wash created by the commercial ribs, Chris has brought the subject up with the ATYC Officers, and the advice is to contact London VTS to report any problems. Chris has also been informed the an escort could be arranged by the organiser.

This is a good opportunity to stay in London at unbeatable rates!

Further details about the event can be found on the following URL link:
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/c74d5d0274077f9767e590674/files/Rally_Lock_times_and_Programme_of_Events.pdf

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/c74d5d0274077f9767e590674/images/2fed4ffa-9038-4cfe-929d-56a080d2e3f8.jpg

Chris Knight
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Does anyone need a spare pair of hands on board for the ATYC Rally?

Maggie Barton is offering to crew someone / anyone's boat to the ATYC rally.  No need for a bunk, as Maggie can travel home on the Friday evening.

If you need help on your boat, then please contact Maggie on email.
WMC Summer Up River Cruise .

There were 5 boats that started the summer up river cruise, they were Gowie, Enterprise V ,Kalipso, Gorgess, and China Rose .

The cruise started at Boveney lock moorings with a barbecue. We had a very pleasant evening and the men put up the gazebo, which was kindly donated by Brian Carter. Rob made a lovely paella, which some of us sampled, and when it got a bit chilly everyone came on board Enterprise V for coffees and brandies.

The next day Gorgess and Enterprise V went to Cookham,  China Rose arrived in the evening and Gowie decided to go further and we didn't meet up with them again until Abingdon, whilst Rob decided to moor at Maidenhead.

The next day Gorgess had to return home, as they were going on a Mediterranean cruise. China Rose and Enterprise V went onto Henley, Rob went to Caversham and we met up again at Sonning, at UTYC for the theatre and dinner at the Mill, which was very nice.  The next day Enterprise V and China Rose set off for Goring, and were joined by some old club members Jaquie and Ray Churchill, who stayed with us until Abingdon. Rob decided to go home from Sonning, so we never saw him again.

We had a very nice 2 weeks with China Rose, occasionally meeting up with other club members who were up river. We stopped at Days Lock, Pangbourne, Wallingford, Sonning, Henley and ended up at Hurley for the TSCC 5 days.

We were away for just over 3 weeks and enjoyed it very much, except that when we were at Hurley Russell Doig  sadly passed away very suddenly. It was a great shock to everyone and our thoughts go out to Teresa and Mark . 

Sally Holdaway.  
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WMC goes East

A few years ago some WMC boats, led by Charles Worby, visited the East coast. It remains in our memories as a trip where the sun always shone, the sea was always calm, and everything was rosy and easy.

So we decided to repeat it…

Initially there were two boats. Weather or Knot with Ann and Mike Fowler, and Wisecrack with Celia and Andrew Cotter. Then Joy and Harvey Bell decided to join us aboard Harvey’s Joy, and Brian and Sue Mitchell on Bibi would come for the first leg,

Dates and Routes were planned, charts consulted, GPS waypoints inserted. We were due to leave on the 31st of May, heading for Queenborough  in easy stages via Teddington and Limehouse, then on to Brightlingsea, Heybridge and Burnham in Essex, Titchmarsh, Wolverstone and Ipswich in Suffolk.

Boating has a lot to do with the weather.
 
When we woke on departure day the rain was tipping down and the wind was howling. After frantic phone calls a decision was made to wait until the weather looked better.
 
So we left two days late. All met up at Hampton court, had a few celebratory drinks on board, and a very good meal in the Italian Restaurant opposite the Lion gate. La Fiamma.

The following morning we set off for the sea lock at Teddington. Limehouse now couldn’t fit us in so we had booked South Dock, which meant we had to go through the half lock at Richmond. London was an even worse nightmare than usual, with passenger steamers and ribs causing havoc. Entry into South dock was challenging as we had to lay off until the gates opened.
 
After a rough start the journey to Queenborough was uneventful, took about six hours, and we moored in good time, all rafted out alongside the main pontoon. Drinks on the deck to celebrate our arrival, dinner on board and early to bed.

Wind over Tide doesn’t work. 
 
The next day was quite windy, but we set off on a falling tide to cross the estuary. This was a horrendous journey. We had not fully appreciated the effect of wind over tide  and the waves came at us from all directions.  Water was over the roof. There was nothing to do but hang on and follow the GPS. Bibi got particularly badly hit broadside and everything was thrown about, but we all suffered. We all vowed never again.


Watch the depth.
 
We eventually arrived at Brightlingsea at the bottom of the tide. Weather or Knot sailed easily into the harbour, Wisecrack and Harvey’s Joy didn’t, being firmly aground. Bibi didn’t even attempt it and anchored off.  We settled down to tidy up, have a meal, and open a bottle. At least we were safe! Eventually we floated free and the harbour master guided us into our mooring to find Weather or Knot waiting for us.
 
The next morning was spent in re-fuelling, filling with water, checking filters etc. We took the water taxi into Brightlingsea, and held a skippers meeting over lunch in the pub. Bibi would have to leave the following day to go to Burnham, then home. The rest of us decided to stay another day in Brightlingsea. Wisecrack and Weather or Knot would then carry on as planned to Heybridge, but, not wanting another long sea passage, miss out the Suffolk leg of the journey, going straight on to Burnham then home.

Harvey's Joy decided to head straight for Ipswich, then back in easy stages to Queenborough.

Brightlingsea was lovely.  We were moored on a long pontoon with no shore access, but a water taxi came on demand and took us ashore. The only downside was that the last taxi was 7.00 so evenings were on board. The harbour master buzzed around in his little boat, helping in any way he could. The next day we used our bus passes and visited Colchester, after waving good bye to Bibi.

Tides are important.
 
Harvey’s Joy left for Ipswich, we left for Heybridge Basin on a rising tide.
 
The river Blackwater at Heybridge dries out, so the lock can only be opened right at the top of the tide, making timing important.  Grant the harbour master was very friendly on the phone and gave us firm instructions; he must have got fed up with us by the end as we kept phoning to change days, number of boats etc.  He could only let us in for two nights, as he was full after that.

We made good time in flat calm with no wind, and arrived early, so anchored and had lunch while waiting. Eventually the light turned green, the gates opened and having learned our lesson we followed instructions faithfully, going round the green buoy and keeping the withies to our port side. And we were in the lock.  The large yacht that was moored in front of us in Brightlingsea was in the lock with us! We left the lock and moored on the side of the canal, rafted out with Weather or Knot on the outside. For the first time since South Dock we had shore power, and there were very good showers and toilets, very close. We made good use of them!

Heybridge is my favourite of all our moorings, but probably two days is enough, as there is little there except boats and mud. There are two pubs, both doing good meals, and we sampled both. Also a good day-time café, which looked as if it gave good value. It is a very popular place for an outing, to sit by the lock, have a drink and watch the boats.
 
We walked along the canal into Maldon, spent a lot of time looking at the various Thames Barges moored there. Returned via Tesco, which made the walk even longer, but at least we could eat. We must have walked several miles.

Tides are always inconvenient.
 
The high tide was at 5.30 PM, which meant we could not reach Burnham that day. Grant, our friendly harbour master, advised us to moor overnight at Bradwell, only an hour away, which we decided to do. We locked out with the usual spectators-the pub has  tables on the lock side. It’s surprising how much advice non-boaters can give, with a pint in their hand!
 
The journey was uneventful and it was easy to find Bradwell as the Power Station can be seen from far away. We arrived not long after high tide so had no problem getting in although the entrance does get too shallow at low tide.  We had a very warm welcome in the yacht club along with a few drinks. Everybody was very friendly and it was tempting to eat in the club, but we resisted.

Know your channels.
 
The next morning we could not leave until there was enough water-about midday. We took a long walk to see the channel, and realised how easy it is when you can see beforehand where to go.
 
We left on the rising tide, again we had to follow the withies out into the Blackwater.  There was a Thames Barge race in the Blackwater, but absolutely no wind so the race out to the furthest buoy and back again looked doomed. It looked fantastic however, with about fifty barges in full sail.
 
The Crouch is well marked with buoys and it was an easy run, flat calm with good visibility.  We arrived early evening and found the moorings we had been given in the Burnham Harbour yacht club.

The intention was to spend a couple of days here then-greatly daring-attempt the Haveringore bridge and the channel over the Maplin sands firing range.
 
Check before you plan.
 
The harbour master gave us information about the Haveringore bridge and phoned the bridge master to find out when it was open.   Between 6.30 and 7.30 A.M .  The afternoon was spent planning the route, but we phoned the range master to check, who put us on to the radar master, who said that there would be live firing from 6.00 every morning that week so the bridge would not be open.  Back to the drawing board:
 
 We were advised to leave the Crouch on a falling tide and turn into the estuary as the tide turned. But low tide was at 3.00 in the morning, and the winds were against us.
 
We spent three days in Burnham, due to tides and weather. Burnham is a pleasant place to stay . We met an old WMC member who had moved to Burnham- John Patman. He told us how much he enjoyed living there, and gave us much local  knowledge. There are a lot of nice pubs and restaurants, a small cinema and enough shops to make it interesting.  Lots to see along the river front, and the people were very friendly and made us very welcome. There was also a bus into Chelmsford, so our bus passes came in useful again.
 
The GPS is not infallible.
 
We left as the sun was coming up, soon after 4.00 in the morning. Burnham and the river were beautiful, but the low morning sun was in our eyes the whole length of the Crouch! It is surprising how long the river Crouch is – it went on and on and on…Eventually we turned into the estuary and headed for Queenborough. Weather or Knot was leading and suddenly veered off course. The GPS had stopped working! Panic! However, ours was O.K. and I had taken bearings. Not using the Havingore Gap added 3 hrs going around the Whitakers. The sea was quite rough, but nothing compared to the wayward journey.

We reached Queenborough at about 10.30, and there was Harvey’s Joy waiting for us! She had adventures of her own.

Home run.
 
We left at 5.00 A.M. to take advantage of the rising tide to take us up to London and Limehouse dock. Visibility was poor, but we could see the buoys. Just as we reached Grain Hard buoy Harvey’s Joy started to overheat, and decided to return to Queenborough. Weather or Knot towed her back, making sure she was fast before we set off again.
 
The journey was long and tedious, with poor visibility and a drizzly rain. Limehouse was unable  to be reached by radio or phone until the very last minute so we had to stand off until the gates opened. There were 2 other boats waiting as well, and they were to be taken in first, leaving us to wait for the next lock. It was very unpleasant, with Clippers, sightseeing steamers, and Ribs making the water impossibly rough. Waves were coming from all directions, bouncing off the river walls and coming back again! After about 20 minutes the other two boats still hadn’t gone in, so decided to carry on to Teddington.
 
The journey through the pool of London was surprisingly calm; obviously all the traffic was around Limehouse! The sun started to come out and by the time we were in Teddington Lock the sky was blue and it was hot and sunny. Once through the lock we moored, sat on the river bank in the sun and opened the bottle of Champagne I had been saving for this occasion: it was none the worse for all the shaking and went down very well. We had arrived at about 2.30, a total journey of nine and a half hours.
 
Weather or Knot headed for home, we stayed at Teddington, and carried on home the next day, very happy to be back in familiar waters. The non-tidal Thames takes a lot of beating.
 
Harvey’s Joy reached home the following day.
 
This was not the best holiday we had ever had, but we had wanted to do it ourselves.
 
We learnt a lot of very valuable lessons, in particular to make sure our charts and GPS are up to date. Some buoys had been moved and they and others had been re-named. Although we had been aware of this it got very muddling, and could have been much worse. Our chart was only a year old, but still out of date, and the GPS is six years old.
 
We also hadn’t really understood the implications of Wind over Tide. It  is very important to plot the route on the chart, and take bearings in advance. We all had trouble with GPS at some time, so not sensible to rely on them completely.
 
We loved Essex. Everybody was so friendly and helpful. The Marinas we stayed in were welcoming and the harbour masters went out of their way to give us advice.
 Maybe we will do it again.. but not yet!!!
 
Celia Cotter. 
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First there were 4, then 3, then 2, and then 1...Harvey's Joy.

We agonised about continuing on the trip we had all planned but decided to go it alone.....so Ipswich it was!  Another long sea trip but calmer and very little wind we made Ipswich , knackered but it was bright and sunny. Good mooring right by Hope and Anchor pub where we had a very nice dinner and chat to a local couple. We liked Ipswich plenty of ancient buildings amongst more modern high street chains. We had a good walk around and visited the Christchurch Mansion within a very pleasant park. The Mansion was interesting with some famous paintings.
 
The next day we took a bus to Woodbridge market town....bus passes at the ready of course! Had a good explore and looked around Tide Mill an old restored mill. After 3 nights we set sail for RHYC moored up for a night and watched the sail past on a beautiful evening. Next morning took a walk to Pin Mill and had lunch at the Butt and Oyster, such a nice little area. Would not recommend walking to the village too far and nothing there except a small supermarket, butcher and an overpriced gastro pub!

Returning home we stopped over at Bradwell  and ended up 3 nights as weather and tides were against us. One night we just sat and watched the rain, lightning and thunder all around us so ate on board. Not much at Bradwell and buses run infrequently. We had waited outside the White Hart pub for the bus to take us to Burnham-on-Crouch  as we were told that is where it stopped only to find out that they had moved the bus stop and it went from the top of the road and the bus had just gone. With another huge deluge on the way we decided to give up and later went to the  clubhouse. where we had a good meal and chat with the locals, very friendly.
 

We set off for Queenborough and that is where the fun started. Harvey decided to take a short cut across Buxey Sand and Foulness Sand as it was high tide and going to save us 1 1/2 hours on our journey. We were going for an hour or so and suddenly received a message from the coast guards, saying Harvey's Joy you are in a danger area. We beat a hasty retreat as it turned out we were short cutting across the firing range and to prove it shortly after we heard this huge explosion, they obviously were practising.  We headed for Middle Maplin buoy and just as we were approaching the buoy the GPS packed up.  After going round in circles trying to sort ourselves out a Police rib zoomed up alongside us and asked if we were ok. I said we were lost and Harvey muttered I shouldn't have said that! One of the police came on board and told us what bearing to go on and after we realised we had it all on the chart and all the bearings and buoys marked...we just panicked.
 


Weather or Knot and Wisecrack arrived next day and we all had a meal at the Flying Dutchman and retired to bed early in preparation for an early start.

We made it back to Queenborough with no further incidents but another long journey, 6 hrs. We decided to wait an extra day for the others to join us so we could all go back together. We had found this fresh fish shop so stocked up on fish for our freezer, just managed to squeeze it in our little freezer compartment.
 

The early start was 5.00am...definitely not good.  All set off and we overheated to Weather or Knot towed us back and then they went on their way. Harvey thought a bag had got caught up on the water intake and tried to have a poke around. We waited a bit and set off again but still overheated so resigned to trying to get it sorted, maybe a lift out to check or a diver to have a look.  Joke, a diver was going to cost £2000.00 plus VAT and all this with the weekend ahead so no one around. It took us a couple of days to resolve the problem with the help of a Marine engineer based at Dover who had done some work for us before. Would recommend him, so pleasant and helpful.
Made Molesey lock from Queenborough in one hit, 9 hrs. Moored at the lock with electric, water etc then home next day. Quite an adventure but pleased we went for is.

Joy and Harvey Bell
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Boat for Sale
 
JIGGLER is 21 feet long and is powered by a Yanmar Diesel engine. She is perfectly reliable and starts first time without any problems.  She is a Starley Sundowner, built around 1978, but rebottomed and totally sound underwater, with an Eberspacher diesel fired heating system.  Three berths - ideal for weekending and shopping trips.

Easy single handed boating for anyone who wants low cost everyday boating. £8500 or near offer. Only selling due to having bought a larger boat. Licensed for this year and ready to go.

Contact Peter or Beryl on mobile number 07989 631520 for more information.
  
Let's back Jenny!

Jenny Carthew and her husband Terry have been members of Weybridge Mariners since 1982. They have both served their time on the Committee -  Terry as maintenance man and then 7 years as Bar Chairman in the 1990s and Jenny as Assistant Treasurer and several stints as Newsletter writer - which she loved.  Sadly, because of Terry’s health problems, they have not been active members of the club for the last 5 years, although they have still retained their membership and various members of the club (Commodore Jim, Wendy McPhee, Heather Gaylard) have kept them “in the loop” with club activities.

This September Jenny has decided to take part in the Thames Path Challenge and has entered myself in the Half Marathon Walk (13.67 miles) from Hampton Court (Molesey) to Runnymede, to raise money for Cancer Research UK. Over the years the club has lost several lovely members to cancer and Jenny feels this Charity is a very worthwhile cause, having lost her dear friend, Vic Lundberg, to cancer in April of this year and, more recently Jim Pothecary, who was also taken by this dreadful condition, is another reason that Jenny has chosen Cancer Research UK as her nominated Charity.

Jenny is hoping that some of the Mariners will sponsor her and maybe even come along the route to cheer her on.

The event will take place on Saturday 10th September, and Jenny's start time is at 1.30pm, and she hopes to finish between 5.30 - 6.00pm'ish with a bit of luck and a following wind!

If you would like to sponsor Jenny and donate to Cancer Research UK, then please contact her, details as below.  Alternatively, Wendy and Heather have kindly offered to collect donations on her behalf. Or you can send donations directly to Jenny 
Jenny Carthew 
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Safety

Please make sure that nobody is left on their own in the club when locking up. If anyone is watching, particularly at night, they may think that the last person out could be carrying the takings for the day/night.  Not the case but they could be attacked.

Lesley Hamments
Acting Commodore 
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